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We have had interesting times over the last 2 months. In particular an area colloquially known, and in some quarters disparagingly referred to as the Half Moon Bay Community, has seen some action. 
Firstly the Vehicle Ferry Wars, regularly the subject of complaints to MNZ brewed up to boiling point with the eventual spill over occurring. It seems that the SSM certificate of the blue boat expired on Christmas Day and despite the vessel being reportedly sold to Fiji was able to obtain an extension to the certificate to allow it to operate over the lucrative holiday period. This came to an end with the portable offices of the company being removed by truck away from the area. Perhaps there will be some peace for a while. At least the survivor has a modern reliable fleet that is able to satisfy the market.
Maritime Management Services Ltd whose offices were located in the old mall has shifted across to the Marina offices just before the old building was reduced to a pile of rubble on the reclamation. They now have bigger and better premises and are enjoying the place
Another member of the community is of course Skipper Magazine and this organisation while always in amongst the action was just as busy as ever with even an appearance on TV of our erstwhile editor to add to the flavor.
Obviously there is a fleet of charter boat operators all of whom have their heads down and their bottoms up working the busy season.
We even have the Pine Harbour Ferry visiting regularly 
The same place is the long standing home of New Zealand’s largest Yacht Club Buckland’s Beach YC and  also the Half Moon Bay Marina who between them provide over 600 floating berths for the boating public together with the necessary commercial support facilities.
The main passenger service to the CBD also runs from this busy port and this makes the Tamaki River look like Queen Street on a Friday night. 
Be assured Half Moon Bay is up and running and just as vibrant as ever.
In December a foreign passenger vessel MV Orion applied for permission for an authorization to be exempted from the provisions of Section 198 (2) of the Maritime Transport Act 1994. This states that no ship is allowed to carry passengers (or cargo) between New Zealand Ports unless it is a New Zealand Ship, a Foreign Ship that has a demise charter with a New Zealand Company or a ship that is given an exemption from the Act by the Minister of Transport (via his delegated authority).
In doing this the Minister must be satisfied that there are no other ships of the kind described available to carry the passengers between the ports. He may also impose any conditions he considers appropriate for the particular charter in question.
The Orion proposed to run trips around New Zealand running in particular to Fiordland, Marlborough Sounds and the Bay of Islands. MTA submitted that a number of vessels were capable of undertaking this type of work and in fact some were doing this in direct competition to the Orion.
The Minister considered the submission but decided to issue the authorization. He delegated his authority to the Chief Executive of the Ministry of Transport who said in his reply to the submission
“While some NZ Ships operate in the area to be visited by the MV Orion, I believe in this case that none are available to carry passengers on the particular voyages to be operated by MV Orion. Also none of the NZ Ships are currently comparable in terms of passenger capacity, operational capability or the nature and quality of the service provided by this specialist cruise ship.”
He further added
“However, from your submissions it is clear that the NZ cruise ship industry is developing and more overnight cruises are being operated by NZ ships.  In future I will therefore expect any parties seeking authorizations to carry such coastal passengers on foreign cruise ships to provide evidence that they have considered the availability of NZ ships”.
The MTA is encouraged by this response and will be seeking an audience with the Ministry to discuss the issue further.
In fact we have invited a delegation to attend a seminar we will be holding on 10/11 March 2011. At this time we have been advised that the Department will consider the request and respond in due course.
The Seminar will also be discussing other matters and the following is a draft programme for the event
Sean Patterson the Marine Manager of Fullers Auckland will be discussing Risk Management and how this is impacted by the Health and Safety regulations.
Lunch will be provided at 12.00
Peter Bloxham will lead a discussion on the near miss that occurred in the Fouveaux Strait recently between two of Real Journeys vessels. He will describe the event and lead us through the lessons that his company has learned as a result of the process. This should be useful to all operators who may be inadvertently placed in a position where they have to justify actions to the regulators.

The Commerce Commission will be talking to us. The Commission enforces the Fair Trading Act which prohibits false and misleading behavior by businesses. This normally involves advertising which may mislead consumers about the nature of the goods or services that are being offered. They also enforce the Credit Contracts and Consumer Finance Act and the Commerce Act. The latter prevents anticompetitive business practice. They have launched a project aimed at increasing business awareness of competition and consumer laws particularly prior to the Rugby World Cup. They believe that helping businesses to comply with the various acts they enforce is more effective in some circumstances than taking action after an Act has been breached.
Afternoon Tea
MoT Presentation (To be Confirmed )
Section 198 (2) Marine Transport Act 1994 Coastal Shipping by Foreign Ships
The Minister of Transport has delegated his authority to issue authorisations for foreign ships to carry coastal cargo (passengers)  under section 198 (2) of the Maritime Transport Act 1994 to the Secretary of Transport.  Before issuing an authorisation, the Secretary of Transport has to be satisfied that no New Zealand ship or foreign ship under demise charter to a New Zealand operator or foreign ships in transit are available to carry the passengers.  There are New Zealand ships available to carry out any of these voyages, but taking into account passenger capacity, operational capability, and the nature and quality of the service provided it may be that the local services are not up to the same standard as the foreign ships that have applied to MoT for the authority to operate. We further understand that there is a proposal to change the rules to allow this type of activity to take place without the need for Ministerial consent.. 
MTA want to discuss this issue with MoT and have requested David Harper and Antonia Anisy to attend the seminar and discuss the issue with us. The MOT have yet to confirm their attendance 
Black & White Phone Company presentation for an alternate cell phone service
Refreshments at the Bar 
Dinner at Martin Bosley’s at the Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club
The times and subjects of the above seminar are only tentative at this stage and are subject to confirmation.
On Friday 11 March we will be meeting with Maritime NZ and will be discussing MOSS and QOL amongst other topical subjects. This is again an opportunity to meet your regulator and have an influence on the rules and regulations they impose upon us.
The cost for this seminar is $490.00 per head and includes accommodation, meals and refreshments
If you are interested in attending please contact  alan.j.moore@ihug.co.nz for an application form to be e-mailed to you
The subject of Charter Boat Catch Reporting is still on the agenda and MTA have asked Maritime NZ to intervene. We believe that it is nonsensical to have operators report nil catch returns for a year just to get used to the system- and pay a fee to boot. This matter is not over yet
There has been renewed interest in fuel supplies. Just when we thought all was lost we have been approached by the new owners of the Shell Oil Franchise showing a keenness to provide our members with marine diesel fuel, fuel cards for petrol and at a discount. We are in the middle of discussions with this organisation and will keep members informed of the outcome. Lets hope we can return to the days of discount on this vital product.




