MTA Newsletter
Conference

The big issue this month is the annual conference. This is being held at the Portage Resort Hotel Kenepuru Road Marlborough Sounds Picton. On the 23 24 and 25 September. Picton operators in particular are urged to attend as this will be an opportunity to get to grips with the proposed Marlborough District Council proposed By-Laws. 
Mark Evans will be running a Cougarline ferry to Torea Bay where the Portage bus will meet and transport across the hill.

The new Associate Minister of Transport the Hon Nathan Guy will officially be opening the Conference at 9.00 am and this also will be an opportunity to meet the man who is in charge of the Industry Regulator Maritime NZ.

At 10.00am Miki Szikszai the CEO of Snapper Ltd will deliver a presentation on electronic ticketing and show how his product can provide solutions for this concept.

At 10 30 Jeff Robins from Vesper Marine will explain the AIS programme and demonstrate how a Class “B” unit can provide the services required by local authorities. The subject of Automated Information Systems (AIS) is a very controversial matter as MDC have indicated they require Class “A” units reputed to cost up to $10,000 each on every commercial vessel operating within the MDC’s jurisdiction. There will be an open discussion on this subject with an opportunity to hear the results of a similar proposal put up by the Auckland Harbourmaster.

At 11.00 am Mr.  Peter Dawson of Dawson Law will be presenting a paper on this subject and we have invited a representative of the MDC and the Harbourmaster to attend. The Harbourmaster is sadly not able to attend due to another appointment but has indicated that he will send along his Marine Officer in his stead. We have yet to hear from MDC as to if they are able to be present. There are some really controversial issue coming up here and this will be a good chance to have your say. 

Paul Powney of Transdiesel will deliver a presentation on Oil Analysis and why we should use this important analytical tool. 

At 12.30 we break for lunch and enjoy the hospitality of our sponsors.

From 1.30 till 2.30 Keith Ingram of Skipper Magazine will lead a discussion on Charter Boat Reporting and another on the use of Cell Phones aboard restricted limit ships. Keith has been involved in the negotiations and discussion with authorities on both these subjects and will bring us up to date on the current position.

At 2.30 in the afternoon we will be hearing from Mark Rothwell who will talk to us about the way to control passengers in an emergency. Mark was until recently the head of the Marine department at Mahurangi Technical Institute and has branched out on his own running a consultancy business called Maritime Masters. He specializes in training and is eminently qualified to undertake it. He sports a Foreign Going Masters Certificate and is vastly experienced at teaching seafarers at every level.

MTA will charge $90.00 for the day and this will include lunch am & pm teas and a happy hour session aboard the Sounds Connection after the day’s proceedings are complete. This is good value and a chance to participate in the Annual North South Competition for the Dalcon Shield. This Transdiesel sponsored event is always highly competitive and this year it will be no exception. The organizing committee have selected a very appropriate contest to test the skills of all delegates. Be sure to get involved. The North are currently the official holders of the Shield and will be desperate to retain it for another year.

On Friday 25 the Annual AGM will be held and this will be followed by an information seminar conducted by Maritime NZ. This is an opportunity to learn about the developments affecting our operations in such areas as the Service Delivery of Safe Ship Management, Qualifications and Operational Limits, Fit and Proper Persons Certificates etc. Sharyn Forsythe the newly appointed General Manager of Safe Ship Operations will be leading this forum after a keynote address by the Director of Marine Catherine Taylor.  Catherine has a clear vision about the direction that our industry should be taking and this will be the opportunity to hear it from her. 
Bridget Carter and John Mansell will be leading a discussion on the Qualifications and Operational Limits review and are keen to hear the views of as many operators as possible. Come along and have your say on this very important subject. The responses they get will help form the direction the industry takes over the next ten years. This review which is long overdue will cover issues such as the appropriateness of the Masters and Engineers Certificate of Competency’s, the manning scale on vessels, the suitability of vessels to go into various areas of operation and a raft of other issues relating to these matters.

At 4.30 we will be entertained by raconteur and wine maker John Forrest. He will prepare us for the ultimate experience being the Conference Dinner where all the sponsors will be toasted for their support heartily lubricated by lashings of wine beer and fine food.  This will be a great chance to meet the MNZ contingent in a relaxed social atmosphere and enjoy the company of fellow operators from around the country.

Saturday morning is time to recover and return to Picton for travel home. Cougarline will again have plenty of transport on hand.

Special mention must be made to Mark and Jill Evans for their tireless efforts in arranging the conference. They have provided services way beyond the call of duty and I wish to recognise them for their great support.

There is a comprehensive Ladies Programme see the programme on the website for details
I must thank the sponsors of this annual Conference and Trade Show. Without their support we would struggle to provide the quality event we know this will be.
They are:

Transdiesel

Whiting Power Systems

Volpower

MGE Engineering

Maritime Management Services

Vesper Marine

Hella NZ Ltd

Kordia 

Oxley’s  Rock  Hotel 

Seafarer Marine Engineering

Marlborough Port Operations

Maritime NZ

Some sponsors will have a display of their products for your consideration and I urge you to support them if you are in need of their services. The local Picton sponsors are supporting us because they recognise the value of the work MTA does and want to show their support for the local operators.
The Statutory Notice of AGM is posted to the MTA website under “News” – “Events Calendar” and approved as suitable notification is in accordance with the constitution. Please read this for information on the AGM and the Agenda

For the Conference Programme, details of the accommodation arrangements and other relevant information go to our website at www.marinetransport.co.nz and click on “News” then “Events Calendar” for all the downloadable files including a registration form.
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